With The Fervor Of A Missionary, A Former Prosecutor
Helps Track Down Those Who Would Steal Our Heritage

"HISTORY’S POLICEMAN

By KIM MARTINEAU
COURANT STAFF WRITER

WARRINGTON, Pa. — The
antiques in Robert Goldman’s

law office could outfit a small '

museum. A Teddy Roosevelt
- campaign poster hangs above
his. desk. Wooden billy clubs,
British bobby helmets and an
oil portrait of an admiral from
the Spanish-American War
clutter the far wall. Engraved in
a‘bronze plague by the door are

Roosevelt’s words: “Aggressive

fighting for the right is the no-

blest sport the world affords.”

If any motto sums up Gold-
man’s passion for recovering
stolen history, thisisit.

With a_drooping mustache
and wire-rimred glasses, Gold-
man bears more than a passing
resemblance to his swashbuck-
ling hero, TR. The former pros-
ecutor is the latest character to
ride into a map caper that the
FBI has spent the last year un-

E. Forbes Smiley I, a dis-

‘graced map dealer from Mar-

tha’s Vineyard, pleaded guilty

in June to stealing nearly 100
rare maps. But at least one in-
stitution is convinced he took
more. The British Library has
reached across the Atlantic to
Goldman’s law firm in a north-
ern Philadelphia suburb. Gold-
man will fry to shake loose
more information before
Smiley’s sentencing next
month, while the library stl]l
has leverage.

Goldman,. 53, doesn’t know -~

much about maps. But as a fed-
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begin by mucking the stalls on his farm

. inBucks County; he and his wife, a high -
school gym teackier, live in a 1770s farm-

house and raise horses, sheep, chickens,

six border éollies and one peagock. Two .

dogs, Scout and Boo, are nained after

- protagonists in “To Kill aMockingbird.”
At the moment, he’s reading “The -

FirstCrusade,” which.charts the origins
of the modern conflict between the West
and Islam. The book has reminded Gold-

‘masi of an idea he stumbiled across once ..
fora“U.S, Secretary of History” to coun-- -

sel warmakers. “If someone says, Let’s
invade Irag,’ someone else should be at

the table who says, ‘Are you aware of-

whathappenédtothe Britishin theearly

1900877

Under the sealed window blinds in
Goldman's office, a globe from the
world’s colonial era tilts on its axis. As

Leturnsthe colorful sphere, he calls out .
+ the anachronit

Tadnchi

“Fren

for Vietnam, “Halian East Africa” for

Ethiopia, Eritres and Somalia:
Fascinated by the ‘past, he has also

watched history wnfold up close. Last -

year his brther-inJaw, J6hn Q"Cormor,
landed the biggest scoopsince the Water-

gate leaks that brought down Ptysldent .
and Ameru:in history. But that's where .
-thesnmlanhes end. Overeight years, by

Nixon. A lawyer in San- Francisco,

O'Connor unrasked Deep “Throat -

Vanity Fair, mﬁmahngtheWashmgton
Post reporters who had hiddén the iden-
tity of their anonymous source for dec-

This year Goldman left h:s govern-:
‘ment job to work. exclusively onart
cnme,abeathedmibosmthamxs—'
sionary’s fervor. To him, the artifacts
amahnktotbepast‘Adﬁ]lrunsdown.
his spine when hé can restore an item to
itspmperhlstorimlwntext.ltngwhhn

. a “quiet sensé of immortality.” |
Inseveral ways, Goldman, the lawyer :

and Smiley, the map dealer, are alike.

Both were educated: at. elite schools:
Goldman at the University of Virginia,
Smiley at Hampshlre Co]lege When ’

d d, he idered
coming a history professor. Smiley
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AS A FEDERAL PROSECU‘I‘OR, attorney Robert Goldman, above, helped track down $150 millionin stoleqamfacts He hasleft his
goverfiment job to work echUSwer onattcrime, mcluding the theft of raremaps, byl Martha s Vneyard dealer E.Forbes Smlley III

outafdivinity school after one year.
They-sharex’ passion for art; antiques

‘his own adessmn, Smiley looted more

" than $3-million in old maps drawn ata.
- time when European ships sailed the
. worldsearchmgfor new trade routes.

While Smiley was pulling and cutting,
maps from o}d books and dusty collec-

tion drawers, Goldman was working

with. his ionghme partner, FBI Agent

‘Robért Wittman, to track down stolen
paintings, Revolutionary War rifles and .

other bits of purloined history. - .
One of Goldman’s recoveries was a

'Jewelencmswd sword given to Gen.

GeorgeMeade dunng the Civil War. The
citizens of Philadelphia presented the
sword. to. Meade in thanks after Unien
forces won the pivotal battle at Géttys-

"A janitor at the Historical Society of

lusion withan elecmclan who bought it,

with .dozens of other looted museum -

pieces, to display in his home. Inlegal

.+ ‘briefs that read like a history term pa-

per, Goldman spun a story around the

sword, quoting historians and statistics

frqm the PBY documentary “The Clvil
War.”

Goldihan banged his fist on‘the table as
He recited one excerpt from memory.
“Teddy Roosevelt said a trie historidn
mnhnngthepastbeforeour eyesasifit

were present,” he intoned. “He will

makeusseeashvmgmenthehard faced
arciers of Agincourt, and the ‘war-torn
spearmen who folIowed Alexander
down beyond the nm of .the knnwn
world.” '

A judge sentenced the-electrician and

- janitor to four.years in prison — double

what the seritencing guidelines called

His tie loosened at the neck, in the
style of a high s¢hiool history téacher,

. $200,000 swoid irito’ apnoel%s symbol of
courage, self; sacnﬁce« and national®
-unity.’

- George Newman, a Phxladelphla law- -
yer who represented the Jam{or, still -
thinks the pumshment oul
crime. "Youwouldhave thought itwasa :

an murder ase, with the
of anger andangst, hesaid. - .

- Greed, fraud and 6uitsized egos dnve
the art crime world. That didn’t stop

Goldman and his old partner from hav-:

ing some fun. When Wittmhn went

was working for “El Hombre del Oro,"a
collector with a dlscemimg eye for gold

- The government seized the armor once .

the shiugglers got it to Phﬂadelph:a but
waited until, booking to deliver the
punch line: The “Go}d Man” was dn as-
sistant U8, attorney. - -

In. another’ clandestine operation,

it

ed the’

nds the consmence and
steals the saul .
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eopy of.ﬂxe Bi,[l of R!ghts George

‘Washington, sent the-do¢ument to the -

- state in 1789'but at the'end of the Civil
War 4 Union soldier snatched it fromthe *

- state capitol arid sold it to a ¢ollector in

Ohio. A Conuecticuf aptiques_dealer,

" "Wayne. Pratt, bought the document j in

‘2000 with New Haven real estate tycoon
Robert Matthews. The pair paid $200,000
and tried to sell it three years lafer for $5
milliod, but instead walked int6 an FBI

sting. Pratt agreed to donate hisclaimto

North Carolina, while Matthews con-

" tinues to ﬁght for ownership in federal
- ‘court.

Asa collector, Goldman tmderstands

' “the temptation to cross the line. He hhs® - .
fomdsomeofthethmmhesentm)all_

personable, endearing even. “Collecting
is 4 passion that blinds the conscience
and steals the soul,” he likes to say.

.His own collecting began in college,

"after his sister gave him'an engraved
- porirait of Teddy Roosevelt for Christ-

mas. Since then, he has amassed a

| - Reosevelt Iibrary of more. than a

hundred’ books, plus numerous
tchotchkes——from a Roosevelt cigar box
tothe bronze nioose paperweightsitting

on his desk, a reminder of Roosevelt's .

‘Bull Moose Party.
At ome auction, Goldman narrowly

,-.,'Iostﬁxebidinbuyagunusedbyawmﬂd-
. b assassin fo shoot Roosevelt in-the -

chest.in 1912, dufihg his unsuccessful
‘campaign for president. The gun came
‘with the bullet-torn speetl that was in-
ide Roosgvelt's coat pocket.

“That would have been a nice piece,”
hesaid, Wl_s‘flﬂly

“At:his Hotel it New Haven, Goldman .
sat dowm for breakfast on Monday with .

Peter Baiber; an expert on medieval

2 _._<mapsattheBnhshL1brary to talk
nider cover t.buy.the gold Peruvian’
“body armor, he told the- -smugglers. he

dboirtthielibrary’s missingmaps. Aftera
h%rty oinelet breakfast, they simlled
into’the August heat, bound for a gruel-

. Hig day of talks with federal authorities. -
. For now, they and the.other librarians

haveagreed not to taik about the case.

Stiiley will ‘be sentenced: in federal .
. court on Sept. 21.

-Contact Kim Martineau at



